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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


May 3,.1977 


To Chairman George McGovern 


nae In response to your letter of “April 19, I wick to 
-- assure you of Executive Branch cooperation with ~ 


the investigation of your Subcommittee on Inter- 


national Operations. concerning the Foreign Agents 


__., Registration Act and related matters.-I share 


" your concern that there be appropriate laws and. e 
is rerio bas neevnaa foreign eChryeeencs in this te 


: es al 


Sincerely, Se 


The Honorable Cisne Ss. McGovern Se 
. Chairman, Subcommittee - 


- on International Operations © 


_. United States Senate _ : 
"Washington, D. C.- 20510 - 
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Ci COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS |. 
j We eeecutoees. 2 a. a wz WASHINGTON. D.C. 20350 
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Dear lr. President: : 
- The -purpose of this letter is to inform you concerning : 
an investigation now being initiated by the Subcommittee on 
International Operations, and to request that you direct the 
appropriate Executive Branch agencies to cooperate fully — -_ 


“swith the-Subcommittee's. efforts. -—-- oP te Vie ot 


bg, ie? The-focus of the Subcommittee's study is the Foreign. — 

"-, Agents Registration Act, which is the basic U. S.-law gov= =) 

-erning foreign~sponsored activity in this country aimed at: ° 
inflrencing U. S. Government policy. To carry out its pro-~ 

oosi <.-' wisioerns, the. Justice Department's Criminal Division runs a”: 
oct... Foreign Agents Registration Unit. Last year, a prelimi- 2.) 
cl |) mary investigation by the Foréign Relations Committee indi— 
. Cated serious deficiencies in the current law and its’ ~ =: 

., implementation. At the same time, new evidence has devel—--. 

-) oped that a particular kind of foréign—sponsored activity.“ ~ 

'. not covered by the law also requires careful serutiny: © 99° 

:. Operations in this country by foreign intelligence agencies - 
direce2d at the surveillance, harrassment, -and intimidation 

of private persons, usually foreign nationals... With this” ~. 

3 | purview, it is the Subcommittee's intention to conduct a <a 

i _ .purposeful investigation directed toward the enactment of:..- 
new legislation -~ a revised version. of the Foreign Agents | 

' Registration Act ~—- which would establish appropriate laws 
‘.°  and.regulations to govern all such foreign-sponsored activit. 


Recognizing the Sensitivity ‘surrounding the operations | 
- of foreign intelligence agencies in this country, I can, as - 
chairman of the Subcommittee, assure you that this investi - 
gation will be conducted with extreme circumspection, that 
all necessary precautions will be taken to safeguard intel—. 
ligence sources and methods, and that-the Subcommittee will - 
make every effort to avoid anything resembling an executive~ 
legislative confrontation. Our purpose is to énact sound 
legislation which protects the integrity of the U. 8.:.Govern 
ment decision-making process and which safeguards the” privacy 
and individual liberty of all who reside in the United. Stated 
U. S. citizen and foreign national alike. - ; 


The President ' = ia  emees 
The White House 


we 
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Pursuant to this letter, I shall hotity the’ heads of ie 


/ Ty -ane appropriate agencies —- including the CIA, the NSA, 
cerning. the 


£ . and the Justice and State Departments -~ con 
f -.>, Subcommittee’s investigation and shall ask that they co-. - 
s/f... ~operate fully. In the meantime, I respectfully request | - 
that you direct that such cooperation be forthcoming - : igs 
hae Sincerely yours, ans ed 


George MoGovers. ae 
Chairman, Subcommittee on 
Tie eames Cree one. oh ee 
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